DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

devoted to Alicky, but the marriage from which the
Queen had anticipated such magnificent results might
just as well have ended in a divorce. Never in the
years to come did the Tsarina influence him in the
ways of wisdom, but rather in those of ruinous folly.
She encouraged him to hold fast to the principles
of autocracy which eventually wrecked Russia, and
to seek in religion the quackeries of magic.

The Empress Frederick emerged from her retire-
ment at Cronberg in the spring of 1897 to make
one more excursion into international politics over
the Greco-Turkish war. Family reasons prompted it,
for her daughter Sophy had married Constantine,
Crown Prince of Greece, The trouble began in Crete
where the Greeks, who formed a majority of the
population, started a guerrilla warfare of murder and
pillage as a protest against Turkish oppression. The
Mohammedans put up an effective resistance and the
Greeks appealed to their mother country to help
them. King George, the Princess of Wales's brother,
yielded to the popular clamour in Athens, and
allowed regular troops to be sent to Crete, which (as
it was part of the Turkish Empire) was an act of
war. The Powers, with the consent of Turkey, were
willing to grant autonomy to Crete, but refused to
allow Greece to annex it, or to intervene in any way
until the Greek troops had been withdrawn. King
George, fearing that he would lose his throne if he
stood out against national feeling, declined to do so,
and Turkey very properly declared war.

The Empress  had  already been making frantic
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